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What is the Windrush Scandal?

The Windrush Generation had the legal right
to live and work in Britain. Many people
had lived and worked in Britain for decades.

Britain was their home.

Years later, the British Government started
asking people to prove that they had the
right to live in Britain. Many people found it

difficult to prove when they had arrived in

Britain.

The government had records called ‘landing
cards’. These recorded information about

some people when they arrived in Britain.

In 2010, the government destroyed many of

these landing cards. This made it harder for
some people to find evidence of when they

had arrived.




Some people could not give the government
the documents it asked for. They were treated
as if they were living in Britain illegally, even

though they had the right to live here.

Some people lost their jobs or homes.
Some people could not get healthcare or

other services.

Some people were detained or threatened

with deportation.

‘Detained’ means being held somewhere by
the government and not being allowed to

leave.

‘Deportation’ means the government forces

someone to leave the country.

Some people were even wrongly removed
from Britain. Families were separated and

people’s lives were badly affected.



In 2018, people across Britain learned more
about what had happened. This became

known as the Windrush Scandal.

People were shocked and angry about how

the Windrush Generation had been treated.

The British Government apologised for
what happened. It set up the Windrush
Compensation Scheme to give money to
people who had suffered because of the

scandal.

‘Compensation’ means money given to
someone because they have been harmed

or treated unfairly.

Some people have had to wait a long time
for compensation. Sadly, some people have
died before receiving the compensation

they were owed.
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About this resource

This resource is one of four Easy Read resources originally created as part of Windrush Through
the Senses(2026), a sensory learning project developed by Changing Our Lives to make Windrush
history accessible for young people with profound and multiple learning disabilities (PMLD). The
resources have since been redeveloped to make this information accessible to people with a

learning disability more broadly.

Funding
Windrush Through the Senses (2026) is funded through the Windrush Day Grant Scheme by the
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) and administered by Near

Neighbours.

Images

Some images in this resource were created using generative artificial intelligence (Al), including
Easy Read illustrations and historical reconstructions. These reconstructions are used to illustrate
historical experiences and should not be treated as photographic evidence or original archive

material.

Permissions

This resource can be downloaded, shared and printed for educational and non-commercial use.
Please keep the resource complete and unchanged, including this information page.

The resource must not be edited, adapted or sold without permission from Changing Our Lives.
If you would like to use or adapt any part of this resource in another way, please contact ask@

changingourlives.org.
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