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Why do we celebrate Windrush today?

The Windrush story is about more than
just people and a ship. It is about people
and families staying strong and making a

difference to Britain.

We celebrate Windrush because of the
important and lasting contribution the
Windrush Generation have made to Britain.
‘Contribution’ means things people add to

a country or do to make a place better.

The Windrush Generation helped to
rebuild Britain after the Second World War.
Their work and skills made an important

difference to Britain.




When the Windrush Generation came to
Britain, they brought things with them from

their different cultures.

This included food from the Caribbean like
yams, mangoes, and coconut milk. These
foods were not found in Britain before
Windrush, but you can now find them in

British supermarkets.

They brought different styles of clothes and
music like Reggae, Calypso, Jazz, and Ska.

This changed British music forever.

Many white British people did not welcome
the Windrush Generation into workplaces,

businesses and community spaces.
So the Windrush Generation set up their own

businesses and community spaces in Britain.

These included:

e banks

e churches

e Caribbean restaurants
* barbershops

e markets



The Windrush Generation helped to change
British law around the rights of Black people
in Britain. These changes were the Race

Relations Acts of 1965, 1968, and 1976.

In this way, the Windrush Generation
helped to make Britain multicultural.
‘Multiculturalism’ means people from
different cultures living together side-by-

side.

In multicultural Britain, people from different
cultures live, work, and learn together.

People share:

e food

® music

e traditions

* |ove and families

e stories like the Windrush story

We remember and celebrate Windrush
history and the Windrush Generation’s

victories on Windrush Day.

Windrush Day takes place every year on the
22nd June.
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About this resource

This resource is one of four Easy Read resources originally created as part of Windrush Through
the Senses(2026), a sensory learning project developed by Changing Our Lives to make Windrush
history accessible for young people with profound and multiple learning disabilities (PMLD). The
resources have since been redeveloped to make this information accessible to people with a

learning disability more broadly.

Funding
Windrush Through the Senses (2026) is funded through the Windrush Day Grant Scheme by the
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) and administered by Near

Neighbours.

Images

Some images in this resource were created using generative artificial intelligence (Al), including
Easy Read illustrations and historical reconstructions. These reconstructions are used to illustrate
historical experiences and should not be treated as photographic evidence or original archive

material.

Permissions

This resource can be downloaded, shared and printed for educational and non-commercial use.
Please keep the resource complete and unchanged, including this information page.

The resource must not be edited, adapted or sold without permission from Changing Our Lives.
If you would like to use or adapt any part of this resource in another way, please contact ask@

changingourlives.org.
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