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The Windrush story

The Windrush story is an important part of
British history. It is a story about people and

families.

The Windrush story is all about the people
who came to Britain from the Caribbean

between 1948 and 1973.

The Caribbean is a group of tropical islands

near America where it is warm and sunny.

Islands in the Caribbean include:

e Jamaica

¢ Trinidad and Tobago
e Barbados
e Saint Kitts and Nevis

e St lLucia




After the Second World War ended in 1945,
Britain needed rebuilding. There were lots of
jobs, but not enough people in Britain to do

them.

In 1948 a new law was passed in the UK. This
was The British Nationality Act.

This law gave people from the Caribbean and
other countries around the world the right to

live and work in Britain.

Around half a million people from the
Caribbean took up the offer of nationality
between 1948 and 1970.

‘Nationality’ means that by birth or law you
belong to a nation. You get a passport and
protection from this country. The Windrush

Generation got this from Britain.

The British Government invited people
from the Caribbean to Britain to find work
and start a new life. The British Government
encouraged people to come to Britain by

promising them a better life.



People from the Caribbean came to Britain

on a ship called the HMT Empire Windrush.

Over 1,000 people came to Britain aboard
the HMT Empire Windrush. They travelled

8,000 miles across the Atlantic Ocean.

Many people who came were young adults.
Some people came alone. Some people

came with their families.

They brought suitcases and wore their best

clothes as a sign of self-respect and pride.

The ship arrived at Tilbury Docks in Essex
on 21st June 1948. The passengers left the
ship on 22nd June 1948. Today, we use the
name of the ship, ‘Windrush’ to talk about

this day in history.

We call these people the Windrush
Generation. ‘Generation’ means a group of

people who lived at the same time.



What did the Windrush Generation do?

The Windrush Generation came to live and
work in Britain. This is called ‘migration.’
‘Migration’ means moving to live in a new

country. People migrate for different reasons.

The Windrush Generation came to Britain:

e To find work
e To start a new life

e To be with family

The Windrush Generation found work in:
e Buses and trains

* Hospitals (the NHS)

* The postal service

e Factories and construction

Many people stayed in Britain, built new
lives and raised families here. The Windrush
Generation and their families are an important

part of British history.
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About this resource

This resource is one of four Easy Read resources originally created as part of Windrush Through
the Senses(2026), a sensory learning project developed by Changing Our Lives to make Windrush
history accessible for young people with profound and multiple learning disabilities (PMLD). The
resources have since been redeveloped to make this information accessible to people with a

learning disability more broadly.

Funding
Windrush Through the Senses (2026) is funded through the Windrush Day Grant Scheme by the
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) and administered by Near

Neighbours.

Images

Some images in this resource were created using generative artificial intelligence (Al), including
Easy Read illustrations and historical reconstructions. These reconstructions are used to illustrate
historical experiences and should not be treated as photographic evidence or original archive

material.

Permissions

This resource can be downloaded, shared and printed for educational and non-commercial use.
Please keep the resource complete and unchanged, including this information page.

The resource must not be edited, adapted or sold without permission from Changing Our Lives.
If you would like to use or adapt any part of this resource in another way, please contact ask@

changingourlives.org.
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