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Harry is the middle sibling of three brothers. He is 16 years old and lives in Sutton Coldfield with his mother and brothers. His mother
is British Asian whose parents came to England from the Punjab in the 1970’s, and his father is from Northern Ireland and is white
British. Harry is currently in the last year of secondary school and will go to college in September. Harry also has Down’s syndrome, a
condition which means he has learning disabilities and some health issues. However, Harry is not defined by his condition and lives a
good life, just like his brothers do.
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When Harry was born, his parents were told that he had Down'’s syndrome. They were told to love him and bring him up in the same
way that they were bringing up his elder brother. The Consultant spoke in a very positive way and this helped his parents a great deal
as so often the news of disability can be communicated in a very negative way. Harry’'s parents did just as the doctor told them to and
brought him up with the same love, care and opportunities that his brothers were given.
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Harry started school at the
age of three and attended
a local specialist school. He
could have attended the
mainstream school where his
brother was, but Harry had
difficulties with his speech
and wore hearing aids so it
was felt that the specialist
school, with smaller classes
and trained staff, would
better meet his needs. This
was the best decision his
parents could make.

IH 5 35 s <t GHa
feg Ha & H_g_dt3m w3 g
HE'&d AU H feHe a8 fdg
ufsgnTl 8T HY U € HA B
feg 77 rger |t fAg Grer
ggT Ht, ug It & OnE
g% &9 H A It vt /s
3 OFs A Ss 9% AUS
ufgs wa, fersdt feg HigH A
37 famr Ht fa fem /. A S,
&It IEH T vyt
Ugru3 AeTe &%, Gret
7393 &5 f5I39 BT &8
Y gT g9 feg H I U
SRS Ht 7 G HU &
HIe HSI

IS o9 I=3 ICT =%
BF FET QI A6 S
T RCRTE (A RG]
A | ST AT =
TGO A O O
Ol fR@ STPIR SR
a3 TG IO O1R
T AR @@G AT 9
32 gRfRFe M R K
CTIE Fd O bIRRIS
WS OO [T FIE|
6 ©F remmer At

a1 e fze.

j&%ucfdvdu Jd
/)C ' U/ ‘U"/
ru'rw'u ‘u ugu

)‘C —)or/
ba,»./
JJW,!
‘fj i‘_/

JI o slis
Vﬂ‘t Juse Uau’/u’j

-ﬁ —~ < u’ U’
U/,‘}/}GJ
C—‘ ‘uuodué'

— I (fj
ww J/j
—J u’ J

Cwuo’j J’U Ly
u o

J{j’ u’/)/u’ ' j;g

L/U’ % u)/’
J :









Harry thrived at school.

He made lots of friends,
was able to receive regular
support with his speech
and language, and as it was
a local school, he always
felt part of the community
he lived in. He was a very
popular student as he always
made everyone laugh and
still does so today!
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After primary school, Harry moved on to another specialist secondary school, where he is still in attendance today. Again, he has
made so many friends and remains the fun loving character in the class. Everyone in school knows him as he is always dancing and
singing and doing comedy routines. Maybe this is a future career for him?
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Although Harry has some
health issues, he has never
let his disability or his
health stand in the way of
living a good life and doing
what he wants to do. Harry
loves hanging out with his
friends at the local youth
club and he loves going to
the cinema, bowling, doing
artwork, and dancing.
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His greatest passion is
Bollywood dancing. He
was recently asked to
perform a routine at his
cousin’s wedding and it
went down a storm. He has
also performed in front of a
huge audience when BBC
Asian Network came to
Birmingham and his video
featured all over social
media! Harry adores the
actor Shah Rukh Khan and
would love to be in a movie
with Hrithik Roshan, who is
apparently the best dancer in
Bollywood! This would be a
dream come true for him.
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Harry belongs to a large Punjabi and Irish family and it can sometimes be hard to find your place within them. But Harry is a very
much loved and valued member of his family and loves to be the centre of attention. He has a really close relationship with his Nani
and Nanu and his greatest champion was his Bibi, his great grandmother. She never saw him as different and took great pleasure

in taking him to the Gurudwara where she would tell her friends about him and how he was just like all her other grandchildren and
great grandchildren. Harry was so lucky to have her in his life. He loves his Nanu and enjoys going to the shops with him as he knows
Nanu will spoil him with treats, but he also knows that Nanu will never tire of his Bollywood songs or his favourite TV programme,
‘Danger Force'.
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Travelling is a favourite
pastime for Harry and he has
been to India many times.
He has visited the Golden
Temple in Amritsar and
received a blessing while
he was there. He also saw
some elephants and even
rode on a yak while he was
in India. Harry certainly is
adventurous!
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Harry is currently making plans for his future and part of that is deciding what to study at college. He enjoys cooking and gardening
so will probably learn more about those, but will also learn important life skills as one day, he would like to live with his best friend.

He will always require support but who doesnt? The hopes and aspirations that Harry have are important to him and his family and
everyone does their very best to support him and ensure he can live a good life with the people he loves, in the community that he
calls home.
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No one is too disabled to lead an Changing Our Lives
ordinary life.
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